
   

City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 
Monday, June 17, 2002 

 
Present: Corey, Jessen, Johnson, Mehigh, Runyan, Sanderson, Wagner. 
 
Absent: None. 
 
Guests: Joe Sawyer, City Manager; Janet Washburn, Parks and Recreation Director; Chief 

Mark Hetfield, Police Department; Sgt. Kevin Clark, Police Department; Shirley 
Sanderson; Jackie Leone, The Argus Press; Larry LeCureux; Judy Horton; Merilee 
Lawson; Gary Granger; Helen Granger, The Independent; and other concerned 
citizens.  

 
The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers by Mayor Corey at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING:  Mehigh moved, Sanderson seconded to  

approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting as presented.   
Roll call vote: 

 Yes: Wagner, Johnson, Sanderson, Runyan, Jessen, Mehigh. 
No: None. 

   Motion CARRIED 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Jessen moved, Runyan seconded to approve the agenda as presented with  

the addition of Item No. 10) Tax Discussion Letter.  
Roll call vote: 

 Yes:  Jessen, Runyan, Mehigh, Wagner, Johnson, Sanderson. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
  
APPROVAL OF VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS:  Runyan moved, Johnson seconded to approve  

the vendor disbursements as presented.   
Roll call vote: 

 Yes: Runyan, Wagner, Jessen, Sanderson, Mehigh, Johnson. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT/PRE-COUNCIL DISCUSSION:  Joe Sawyer reviewed his  

manager’s report with council and with those in the audience.  He passed out corrected labor 
committee minutes to the city council.         

 
PRESENTATION BY JUDY HORTON:  Judy Horton presented the city with a $5,000 check from 

the historical commission as payment for moving the Krib’s home to the historical village.  
Mr. Sawyer advised there are two more years left on the payback schedule.        

 
 
 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF GERALD KLINGLER TO THE FOREST MANAGEMENT  



   

COMMISSION:  Runyan moved, Sanderson seconded to appoint Gerald Klingler to the 
Forest Management Commission for a term to begin upon the taking of the oath of office 
and continuing until December 31, 2003 or until a successor is appointed.  
Roll call vote: 

 Yes: Sanderson, Mehigh, Johnson, Jessen, Wagner, Runyan. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED  
 
CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL PETERLIN TO THE CORUNNA DOWNTOWN  

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY:  Mehigh moved, Sanderson seconded to appoint Michael 
Peterlin to the Corunna Downtown Development Authority for a term to begin upon the 
taking of the oath of office and continuing until December 31, 2002 or until a successor is 
appointed.    

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Mehigh, Jessen, Runyan, Johnson, Sanderson, Wagner. 
 No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER REQUEST TO PURCHASE PICNIC TABLES:  Mehigh moved, Jessen seconded to 

approve the purchase, assembly and modification of 20 picnic tables in the amount of 
$2,300 to be paid for from line item 208-751-977.000.  Councilperson Sanderson asked if 
the tables would be branded.  Ms. Washburn advised no, but maybe a red x could be put on 
the bottom.     

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Sanderson, Wagner, Mehigh, Runyan, Jessen. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED     
 
CONSIDER ASSESSOR/PLANNER CONTRACT:  Johnson moved, Mehigh seconded to approve 

the contract with Merilee Lawson as City Assessor/Planner in the amount of $35,000 as 
presented with the following changes:  start date of July 15, 2002, six month waiting period 
on STD, LTD, life insurance, retirement benefits, vacation & sick leave and one-year 
waiting period on personal days. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Wagner, Johnson, Sanderson, Runyan, Jessen, Mehigh.  
 No: None.  
  Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER TREASURER CONTRACT:  Mehigh moved, Jessen seconded to increase the salary 

for the city treasurer from $27,000 to $31,000 effective July 1, 2002. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Jessen, Runyan, Mehigh, Wagner, Johnson, Sanderson. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER POLICE CHIEF CONTRACT:  Jessen moved, Johnson seconded to increase the 

salary for the police chief from $46,500 to $47,932.50 effective July 1, 2002. 
 Roll call vote: 



   

 Yes: Wagner, Jessen, Johnson. 
 No: Runyan, Sanderson, Mehigh. 
 Mayor: Yes. 
 Mr. Sawyer stated this was a catch 22 area because the mayor can break a tie on money 

issues, but since the raise was not budgeted, it could require an appropriation.  Mayor Corey 
stated he would withdraw his vote and advised the motion failed.   

   
 Runyan moved, Mehigh seconded to give the police chief a five percent pay increase from 

$45,650 with a 10 percent co-pay of the health care costs effective July 1, 2002.  
Councilperson Mehigh stated everyone knows that health care costs have gone out of sight, 
and this is one benefit he would like to see revised for all employees.  It has come to the 
point that the city can no longer afford to provide these benefits, and the city will be asking 
all employees to help fray some of the city’s costs.  Councilperson Jessen asked if anyone 
else has given back their health support.  Mr. Sawyer advised the new hires are paying 20 
percent of the health care costs.  Mayor Corey asked what the five percent figure would be.  
Councilperson Runyan advised $2,282.50.  He further advised the police chief would pay 
$1,000 for health care costs, which would leave the pay increase $1,282.50.  Councilperson 
Jessen asked why this did not come up in the labor committee meeting.  Councilperson 
Runyan advised because he went through the labor committee and did not agree with it so 
these were his figures.  Councilperson Jessen asked Mark Hetfield if this was agreeable to 
him.  Mr. Hetfield advised no, not at this stage of the game.  Councilperson Sanderson stated 
the city council has to start somewhere on cutting city costs and now is the time to start.  
People will have to take a long, hard look at what it costs to run the city, and if this is 
something that has to be done, then the city should start it now and move on.  Councilperson 
Jessen asked if this should be done to all of the contracts.  Councilperson Runyan advised 
yes.  Councilperson Jessen stated if you start subtracting from one, then you should subtract 
from all of them.  Mayor Corey advised the contract for the city assessor has a 20 percent 
co-pay, and the city treasurer has a 20 percent co-pay as well.  Councilperson Runyan stated 
he believes the people who work for the city realize what it costs the city for health care 
benefits, fringe benefits, and retirement.  He further stated the department of public works 
supervisor and city manager contracts are coming up.  Councilperson Jessen suggested 
taking this back to the labor committee and asked why the city has a labor negotiating 
committee.  Councilperson Runyan stated the negotiating committee has met with these 
people and asked if this has to go back to the negotiating committee.  Mayor Corey advised 
council could do whatever it wants.  Councilperson Mehigh stated the labor committee is 
only an advisory to the council and does not make the policies.  They only make 
recommendations to the council, and it is up to the council to take action.                   

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Wagner. 
 No: Johnson, Sanderson. 
 Councilperson Mehigh interrupted the roll call to ask what the motion was because 

Councilperson Jessen had one.  Mayor Corey advised there was only one motion on the 
table.  Councilperson Mehigh asked Mayor Corey to read the motion again.  Councilperson 
Sanderson asked if he could change his vote if he wanted to after the motion was read.  
Mayor Corey advised he believed so.  Mayor Corey advised the motion was to increase the 
salary of the chief of police from $45,650 to $47,932.50 with a 10-percent co-pay on health 
care costs.  Councilperson Sanderson stated he wanted to re-vote and changed his vote to 
yes.       



   

 Yes: Wagner, Sanderson, Mehigh, Runyan, Jessen. 
 No: Johnson. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER CITY CLERK CONTRACT:  Runyan moved, Mehigh seconded to increase the salary 

of the city clerk four percent from $41,000 with a 10 percent co-pay of the health care 
premium effective July 1, 2002.  Councilperson Jessen asked what the dollar amount would 
be.  Councilperson Runyan advised $1,640.  Mayor Corey advised the total amount would 
be $42,640.     

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Sanderson, Mehigh, Jessen, Wagner, Runyan. 
 No: Johnson. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER 2001-2002 BUDGET AMENDMENTS:  Mayor Corey read the resolution amending 

the 2001/2002 budget.  Mr. Sawyer went through the amended budget.  Councilperson 
Johnson advised it was perceived by the library board that the library transfer was made 
under the direction of the city manager.  Mr. Sawyer advised the library board does control 
their own money, but he made it very clear to them that just because the library has 
increased its revenues, it does not mean they can break their expenditure line item.  He 
further advised the library board did not request this amendment, and his gut instinct was to 
let the library go into a deficit and deal with the situation when the audit was done, but then 
he would not be doing his job.  Johnson moved, Runyan seconded to approve the following 
resolution amending the 2001/2002 budget as read and modified: 

 
RESOLUTION 06-17-02-01 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2001/2002 BUDGET 
 

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Corunna desires to Amend the 2001/2002 
Budget to Alter the Original Appropriation and Adjust Departmental Expenditures within 
the Altered General Fund Appropriation; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the budget for the City fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2001 after recommendation by the City Manager be amended by the City 
Council as described as follows: 

                   
         FROM:  TO: 
  General Fund Revenues:    $1,648,696   $1,676,054 
 
  General Fund Expenditures: 
  Dept. # Dept. Name     FROM:  TO: 
  101  City Council    $24,881  $18,881 
  172  City Manager’s Office  $94,605  $96,605 
  191  Elections    $8,500   $8,000 
  203  Internal Services   $66,717  $68,583 
  210  Legal Assistance   $20,000  $24,000 
  265  Municipal Building   $45,486  $53,486 
  371  Building – Zoning   $16,900  $17,400 



   

  441  Public Works    $292,867  $305,867 
  442  Sidewalk Construction  $10,000  $1,500 
  500  Planning Commission   $3,950   $2,950 
  691  Parks & Recreation   $73,062  $81,062 
  698  Summer Rec Baseball/Softball $16,261  $18,661 
  750  City Services    $196,501  $200,094 
 
         FROM:  TO: 
  General Fund Expenditures Totals:   $1,648,696   $1,676,054 

 
BE IT, the same is hereby adopted, and the amount therein provided as recommended; 
appropriations are hereby appropriated according to the departmental totals. 

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to amend the following fund budgets: 
 
  Fund. # Fund. Name      FROM:  TO: 
  208  Parks Improvement   $49,200  $172,100 
  271  Library Fund    $80,103  $84,731 
  471  Library Building Fund  $800   $6,101 
  475  Library Technology Fund  $50   $6,551 
  590  Waste Water Collection  $505,071  $583,158 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Mehigh, Jessen, Runyan, Johnson, Sanderson, Wagner. 
 No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 
TAX DISCUSSION LETTER:  Mr. Sawyer stated he intended to do a series of short stories, small 

articles or reports about some of the issues surrounding the city such as the sewer and water 
issues including any solutions the city might look at for the long-term health of the 
community.  Councilperson Mehigh stated he read the information once, but the long-term 
future for the community looks pretty bleak unless some major changes are made.  He 
further stated he does not believe the people realize what bad shape the city is in.  The city 
has a sewer problem, which the state will not let the city walk away from; the dam could be 
an $800,000 project that the city does not have the money for; and the city has street and 
water problems, which need to be addressed now.  Councilperson Runyan stated the facts 
and figures are staggering.  He asked if a motion was needed for the city manager to pursue 
recommendations and comparisons from other cities or townships.  Mr. Sawyer stated he 
wanted council to have a chance to publicly voice any concerns or expectations of him when 
it comes to his educational role.  He further stated he plans to draw up a history of the issues 
surrounding the water agreement and sewer agreement.  He also stated he did not believe a 
motion was necessary at this point.  Mayor Corey asked the city council if Mr. Sawyer has 
approval to move forward in educating the community.  Council was in agreement.  

 
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  Councilperson Sanderson stated the forest commission had a brief 

meeting the other night and advised the next meeting would be on June 26 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the community center. 

 



   

 Councilperson Runyan stated the operations committee met and reviewed the information 
listed in their books.   

 
 Councilperson Mehigh asked Councilperson Sanderson if the forest commission was going 

to do a community survey about the trees.  Councilperson Sanderson advised yes, the 
commission hopes it can use Baker College students.  Mr. Sawyer advised the city received 
a Global Relief Grant in the amount of $1,000 that has a $1,000 match, which will plant 10 
trees.  One of the functions of the forest commission is to try and decide where the trees 
should be placed.  He further advised the trees will likely stay in the park system and will 
not be put in the right-of-ways this first year at all.  Councilperson Sanderson advised the 
right-of-ways have to be watched.   

 
 Councilperson Mehigh stated the service contract with the city was tabled at the ambulance 

board meeting.  One of the items was the service contract with the city.  He further stated the 
ambulance board has a handle on the tax situation, but the board still has to negotiate with 
Lansing-Mason.  It will probably be a year or so before the board will be on top of things 
financially.  He also stated the employees have worked really hard sprucing up the building.  
Mayor Corey stated it was his understanding that Caledonia Township passed their 
agreement as it was written.  Councilperson Mehigh advised yes, but he thought the 
township was going to re-amend their agreement.  There was some language in the 
agreement that he, Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Wazny were not happy with, which was changed 
and presented to the board, but the changes have not been acted on yet.  Mr. Sawyer stated 
the agreement would be brought back to the city once the ambulance board re-votes on it.   

 
 Mr. Sawyer reviewed the tentative sidewalk repair list on pages 53 through 56 in the council 

packets.  He explained the sidewalk repairs would be brought back to council for approval at 
the next meeting or the meeting after that.    

  
ADJOURN:  Mehigh moved, Wagner seconded to adjourn. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Wagner, Johnson, Sanderson, Runyan, Jessen, Mehigh. 
 No: None. 

  Motion CARRIED  Time was 8:14 p.m.     
 
 
 

     ______________________________________ ____________________________________       
STEPHEN COREY, MAYOR         YVONNE F. LONG, CITY CLERK 


